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:have been antiquated, and it has been con-
fined to a small number 'of people and has
left the vast majority of our people illiterate.
It is essential; therefore, to build up national
'education on new foundations and on a
nation-wide scale. As the Congress is having
new opportunities of service and of in-
fluencing and controlling state education,
it is necessary to lay down the basic
principles which should guide such educa-
tion and to take other necessary steps to
give effect to them.
"The Congress is of the opinion that for the
primary and secondary stages Basic edu-
cation should be imparted in accordance
with the following principles:
"(i) Free and compulsory education should
be provided for seven years on a nation wide
scale.
"(2) The medium of instruction must be
the mother tongue.
"(3) Throughout this period education
should centre; round some form of manual
and productive work, and all other activities